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In reply to the February 17, 2004 Office Action, reconsideration of the rejection is 
respectfully requested in light of the following remarks. 

Claims 1-27 are pending in the application. Applicants gratefully acknowledge that 
the Office Action indicates that claims 14-27 are allowed, and claims 3-5 and 8 include 
allowable subject matter. 

I. The Claims Define Allowable Subject Matter 

The Office Action rejects claims 1, 2, 6, 7 and 9-13 under 35 U.S.C. §102 as 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent 6,460,692 to Dionne et al. The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

The Office Action uses Dionne as a basis for a § 102(e) rejection. However, Dionne 
does not qualify as a § 102(e) reference because the December 8, 2000 filing date of Japanese 
Patent Application No. 2000-374934, fi-om which the present application claims priority. 
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predates the December 22, 2000 U.S. filing date of Dionne. Therefore, Dionne is disquaUfied 
as "prior art" xinder §102(e). A Verified English Translation of JP 2000-374934 is attached. 
Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) is respectfiiUy requested. 
II. Conciusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks, it is respectfiiUy submitted that the application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-13 are 
eamestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything fiirther is desirable in order to place this 
application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned representative at the telephone nimiber set forth below. 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 
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